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      otswana is renown as a safari destination. That’s a well-known fact. Lesser known,  
and yet, more appealing facts, lie on the far side of Botswana Tourism’s popular attractions. 

In this feature, we explore the diversity of tourism attractions, conservation, cuisine, culture, 
events, and hospitality that abound along a route extending over 2000 km from the capital 
city of Gabarone in the Southern District, through the Ghanzi District to Gchwihaba 
Caves, into Ngamiland Districts’ famous Okavango Delta, and ending in Botswana’s far 
Northern District of Chobe where the country butts up against Namibia, Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe at Kasane.

Botswana is not a small country. 
Compared to European countries, it’s slightly larger than France 

(581,730 sq km vs 551,500 sq km) and over twice the size of the United 
Kingdom. Unlike the aforementioned European countries though, 

Botswana is one of the most sparsely populated countries in the world 
with just over 2 million people.

B

Story by Des Langkilde



Gaborone

SOUTHERN DISTRICT
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“Not Unbecoming”

Accommodation

There are plenty of quality accommodation 
establishments in, and around, Gabarone.

Peermont/Walmont’s The Grand Palm 
Hotel Casino and Convention Resort 
is conveniently located and if you’re into 
gambling, you can lose your money right next 
door. 

Read our TripAdvisor review here. 

      nce proudly referred to as “Africa’s fastest growing city,” Botswana’s capital, Gaborone, 
has been – since its inception – continually expanding, to the point that now this sprawling 
metropolitan of over 400 000 residents has become nearly unrecognisable from the tiny, 
dusty administrative town it was at the country’s independence in 1966.

The city was named after Kgosi Gaborone, leader of the Batlokwa people, who migrated 
from their ancestral homelands in the Magaliesberg Mountains and in 1881 settled in the 
Tlokweng area (then called Moshaweng). Gaborone literally means ‘it does not fit badly’ or 
‘it is not unbecoming’.

What makes Twenty-first century Gaborone so unique, though, is that visitors can enjoy 
modern city life and gain access to rural wildlife areas within minutes – the best of both 
worlds.
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Now that your bum’s found a bed, the 
following pages provide few options on what 
to see and do in and around Gabarone.

O

https://www.tripadvisor.co.za/ShowUserReviews-g293767-d305080-r642272643-Peermont_Walmont_at_The_Grand_Palm-Gaborone_South_East_District.html 


GABARONE

Arts, Crafts & Culture
Thapong Visual Arts Centre
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The Thapong Visual Arts Centre is located 
opposite the Botswana Old Prison Buildings 

on Baratani Street and is housed in the 
former magistrate’s residence. 

It is home to Botswana’s gifted,  and 
somewhat avant-garde, artists. 

In addition to its gallery and exhibitions 
programme, the Centre maintains studios, 
hosts workshops, and offers residencies for 
international artists to work in Botswana 
for a couple of months, including small 

outreach workshops and an exhibition at 
the end of the residency period alongside 

the local artists.

For more information visit thapongarts.bw

https://www.facebook.com/thapongarts.bw/
https://www.facebook.com/thapongarts.bw/


GABARONE

Arts, Crafts & Culture
Main Mall
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Main Mall is another location where 
the culture of the Batswana people can 
be experienced. It’s an informal market 

walkway between Queens and Botswana 
Roads that stretches from Khama Crescent 

to Independence Avenue (turn left after 
exiting and you can also visit the National 

Museum and Art Gallery across the road).

 Here you’ll find just about anything, and 
everything, including a local fruit known 
as ‘Mogoro Ghorwane’ (monkey fruit) - 
a hard-shelled fruit about the size of an 
orange with tightly packed seeds (which 

can be toxic) surrounded by a fleshy brown 
covering that looks unappetising but has a 

deliciously sweet earthy flavour.
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GABARONE

Arts, Crafts & Culture
Three Dikgosi Monument
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Across the road from Main Mall, 
on Khama Crescent, you’ll find 

the Three Dikgosi Monument - 
a trio of 5.5 m (18 ft) tall bronze 
sculptures depicting three chiefs: 

Khama III of the Bangwato, 
Sebele I of the Bakwena, 

and Bathoen I of the 
Bangwaketse - who 

reigned in colonial 
Botswana (then known 
as  Bechuanaland) and 

played a significant role 
in the country’s history.  

Had these 3 Dikgosi not 
travelled to England in 1895 
to plead with Queen Victoria 

and Joseph Chamberlain 
(the then Secretary of State 

for the Colonies) to separate the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate from 

Cecil Rhodes’s British South Africa 
Company, Botswana may not have 

gained its independence. 

The monument is quite inspiring 
and is definitely one of the places 
to go to visit in Gabarone’s CBD.



GABARONE

Arts, Crafts & Culture
Botswana Craft
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Botswana Craft on Magochanyama Road is about a 9 minute (6 km) drive from the 
Three Dikgosi Monument and is well worth visiting. 

Started in 1970 to promote local art and craft producers, Botswanacraft has grown to 
become the largest retailer of handmade crafts in Botswana. 

Besides the arts & crafts shop and live music events held here on most Fridays, the 
Courtyard Restaurant is a popular eatery for both locals and international tourists 

who want to sample Botswana’s traditional cuisine.

For more information visit botswanacraft.com
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On the menu at Botswanacraft’s The Courtyard restaurant: Oxtail stew - Traditional beef meal served with their specialty 
morogo dish, a secret recipe made by the late Dorothy Dambe (Mma D). The milkshakes are delicious too.

https://botswanacraft.com/


GABARONE

Wildlife & Conservation
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Cheetah Conservation Botswana

Mokolodi Nature Reserve

The Mokolodi Nature Reserve is the 
closest wildlife conservation area (about 
12km East of Gabarone along the A1 
Lobatse road). 

Our host on this trip, Botswana Tourism, had 
prearranged a game drive through Mokolodi. 
Unfortunately, though, the midday heat that 
accompanied our arrival had forced most of 
the game to seek shelter in the shade, so 
viewing was restricted to a few hardy Kudu, 
Impala and Reedbuck. After an hour of 
traversing the reserves well-worn dirt roads, 
our guide gave up and headed for a shady 
picnic site at Lake Gwithian for lunch.

There’s something about dining in the bush 
while being serenaded with birdsong and the 

On to the wild side of Gabarone, Cheetah 
Conservation Botswana has its head office 
at Kgale Siding where visitors can pop-in for a 
brief orientation on their work. 

They actually started off in the Mokolodi 
Nature Reserve and have since expanded their 
operations to a research and education field 
camp situated in the Ghanzi farmlands of the 
western Kalahari (read more about this in the 
Ghanzi District section), and in Maun, just 
south of the Okavango Delta.

agreeable grunts of a hippo pod, that makes 
the experience so much more enjoyable.

A delectable spread of boerewors, lamb chops, 
pap (a stiff maize porridge) and tomato & onion 
based sauce with side salad was prepared on 
site and followed with a caramel dessert. Highly 
recommended but this experience has to be 
arranged a few days ahead of your planned 
visit.

Besides game drives, Mokolodi has a wildlife 
sanctuary that supports sick or injured wildlife, 
often rescued by members of the public. There’s 
also a Reptile Park that focuses particularly 
on snakes, vultures and other birds, lizards, 
tortoises and other reptiles. 
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https://www.mokolodi.com/
http://www.cheetahconservationbotswana.org/
http://www.cheetahconservationbotswana.org/


       hanzi is the cattle and livestock farming region of Botswana, renowned for its high 
quality, free roaming beef. The community in this district is a melting pot of ethnic groups, 
from the San and Bakgalagadi (the original inhabitants), to the Herero, the Batawana, and 
the Afrikaaners who first settled in the area in the late 1800s. Afrikaans is the lingua franca, 
and you might feel that you are in a tiny South African dorp in the northern Cape.

East of this extensive area of farms lies the vast Central Kalahari Game Reserve and in 
between lies a 58 kilometer ‘no man’s land,’ – a buffer zone between wildlife and the farms, 
and between Kalahari predators and livestock.

Several cattle farmers have developed game ranches and wildlife concessions – land allocated 
near their farms – and tourists come for wildlife viewing and desert walks with the San 
people, who share their ancient way of life that masterfully and respectfully exploited the 
food and water resources of the desert. 

Some lodges offer up-market accommodation in rondavels or chalets, whilst others give 
tourists the opportunity to experience the traditional way of life of Kalahari hunter/gatherers 
– sleeping in grass huts, albeit with amenities.

GHANZI DISTRICT

G

Farming & Conservation
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Cheetah Conservation Botswana (CCB)

As mentioned in the Gaborone section, CCB 
has a research and education field camp 
situated in the Ghanzi farmlands.

What’s interesting, and rather unique, about 
this initiative is their approach to countering 
human-animal conflict. Working with farmers, 
CCB instils a sense of respect for the role 
that cheetah (and all carnivores) play in the 
ecosystem by helping farmers to protect their 
livestock from predation through a livestock 
guard dog program. Watch the video:  
https://youtu.be/AP63L0BOmyo
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https://youtu.be/AP63L0BOmyo
https://youtu.be/AP63L0BOmyo


D’kar Kuru San Museum

Accommodation
Tautona Lodge

GHANZI DISTRICT
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Arts, Crafts & Culture
Located about 38 km from Tautona Lodge, the D’Kar village is home to the Kuru Bushman 
Museum and Cultural Centre (aka Museum Tokuru). Here you can learn about the history of 
the San People and the Naro Language Project, view cultural artefact exhibitions and original 
art, and purchase crafts at the craft centre.

The museum is open most days of the week but prior arrangements need to made over 
weekends or after-hours.

Contacts: Zachariah Watsamaya on (+267) 73381353, Xukuri Xukuri on 73806046 or  
Xoo Stella Bob on 72805836 or email kurumuseum@gmail.com

This private game reserve located 5 minutes from the town of Ghanzi is an ideal stop-
over for lunch during your travels through the Kalahari region of Ghanzi district. Besides 
the lodges’ excellent a la carte restaurant with its popular outside Pub and Pizzeria, guest 
amenities include a sports bar with pool table and darts and a swimming pool. 

Wildlife in the reserve includes eland, oryx, giraffe, zebra, impala, ostrich, and Kudu as 
well as an extensive variety of bird life. If you plan on overnighting here, Tautona has a 
variety of accommodation options at very reasonable rates. There’s a large thatched stone 
building with 19 standard rooms, a range of free-standing chalets, four Meru tents mounted 
on platforms with en-suite bathrooms, and a campsite with electricity plug points and 
communal bathrooms.

For more information visit tautonalodge.com

Issue 1 of 2019Tourism Tattler

mailto:kurumuseum%40gmail.com?subject=Tattler%20Referral%20%3A%20D%E2%80%99kar%20Kuru%20San%20Museum
http://tautonalodge.com/


San Trance Dance

Attractions
Gchwihaba Caves

GHANZI DISTRICT
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Watch the video: https://youtu.be/mqdpWcPBbvA

Close to one of the camping facilities at Gchwihaba Caves, a /Xai-/Xai Community clan of 
Kalahari bushmen perform a Trance Dance or healing dance for tourists by prior arrangement 
through the Botswana Tourism Organisation.

This is a magical experience to witness as the men dance, or rather shuffle their feet to a 
staccato rhythm, in a circular route around a fire, while the women and children clap the 
rhythm. The dance becomes more and more frantic as the dancers strike the ground with 
their feet and staves while some of the dancers enter a trance state during which they come 
into contact with the spiritual world. Watch the inset video - their ryhthm is amazing.

The Gchwihaba Caves are remote but well worth the effort it takes to visit them. The 125 
km sand access road to the caves requires a 4x4 vehicle but transfers from Maun to the caves 
can be arranged through Botswana Tourism.

Officially labelled as the ‘Gchwihaba and Koanaka 
Cave System Project’ it has been proclaimed as a 
national monument under the custodianship of the 
Department of National Museums and Monuments 
with user rights granted to the Cgaecgae Tlhabololo 
Community Trust for tourism activities facilitated by 
Botswana Tourism Organisation.

The caves have been part of the Kalahari landscape 
since the Pleistocene epoch, some 2 million years ago. 
These caves apparently contain a type of breccia that 
preserves fossils, which makes this the richest cave 
fossil deposit in Botswana and possibly in Southern 
Africa. 

Only one of the caves has been opened to the public, 
where stairs have been installed to gain safe access 
into the cave for guided tours. The natural beauty of 
this cave comprises massive stalactites, stalagmites, 
dripstones and columns/pillars as well as an array of 
spectacular micro-formations of helictites, soda straws 
and cave pearls.

Officially opened on 25 November 2017 by President Seretse Rhama Ian Khama, the site has 
since been placed on the UNESCO World Heritage Site tentative list.

An entrance gate and rudimentary camping facilities have been built to the east and west of 
the caves with the aim of improving the livelihoods of the Xai Xai Community.
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https://youtu.be/mqdpWcPBbvA
https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5558/


         s the largest inland delta in the world and the 1000th site to be officially inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List, the Okavango Delta is one of Botswana’s most popular tourist 
destinations.

Each year, about 11,000 billion litres of water flood the delta to three times its permanent size, 
attracting animals from kilometres around and creating one of Africa’s greatest concentrations 
of wildlife.

NGAMILAND DISTRICT

A

Okavango Delta
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Gomoti Plains Camp
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Named after the river, which gets its name from the Gomoti tree (water fig) that grow in 
abundance alongside waterways in the Okavango Delta, Gomoti Plains Camp is the most 
recent addition to Machaba Safaris’ classic wilderness experiences, which include Machaba, 
Little Machaba, and Verney’s Camp. 

Ideally positioned in a concession of the hitherto under-utilized, and hence unspoiled, 
Southern end of the delta confluence, Gomoti’s main lodge and luxury tents have been built 
with consideration and care on raised-deck platforms for minimal impact on the environment

Besides the 3-hour game drives conducted in the mornings and late afternoons along the 
river systems and floodplains around the camp, Gomoti also does guided walking safaris and 
Mekoro (dugout canoe) excursions in the mornings.

https://machabasafaris.com/


NGAMILAND DISTRICT

Okavango Delta
Gomoti Plains Camp
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With ample sightings of elephant and buffalo herds in particular, a major highlight of 
the game drives is the sundowner stop where guest enjoy drinks and snacks while being 
serenaded by the grunts and jostling of a hippo pod as they impatiently await the night, and 
the departure of the vehicle, to begin foraging. 

Back at the camp, the dining experience served under the stars is a much-anticipated 
event. While guests relax around the bonfire, the chef describes the evenings’ cuisine in 
mouthwatering detail while the sommelier interjects with her selection of wine to pair each 
serving.
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NGAMILAND DISTRICT

Okavango Delta
Gomoti Plains Camp
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Machaba Safaris has an enviable reputation for giving back to the community. At the nearby 
Ditshiping village, a children’s creche building has recently been completed. Known as 
‘Gonnye Setlhare’ (meaning ’Little Tree’), the creches motto is ’Tshameka, Rutega, Gola’ (Play 
Educate, Grow), Financed entirely by Machaba Safaris, the first intake of children will be in 
January 2019. 

Another initiative is located at the Thalamabele Veterinary Gate to Mosu Road. Here, a buffalo 
fence has been erected to keep foot-and-mouth disease contained within the reserve and 
avoid the speed of disease to local livestock. Known as the NG32 Gate Project, with manned 
gates located at Morutsha, Boro, Daonara, and at Xarakao, Machaba Safaris employ eight 
staff to help with the manning and monitoring of the gates and to assist with anti-poaching.

In addition, Machaba Safaris has built two houses to date for destitute families, one in Maun 
and one in Paragarungu, in conjunction with the local councils.

For more information visit machabasafaris.com/gomoti-plains

Issue 1 of 2019Tourism Tattler

https://machabasafaris.com/gomoti-plains/


NORTHERN DISTRICT

Chobe & Kasane
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          rriving by air, the first glimpse of the Chobe river is breathtaking. It appears as a 
swathe of brilliant, peacock blue ribbon, winding its way through the tiny town of Kasane, 
which is both the administrative centre of the Northern District and gateway to the Park via 
the airport.

Kasane is situated a few kilometres from the chobe River’s confluence with the Zambezi, 
where the four countries of Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Namibia meet. 

The town boasts small shopping malls where all basic commodities can be purchased, and 
arts and crafts shops. While its main attraction is the park that lies a mere 10 kilometres 
away, there are nevertheless attractions in and around the town.

A
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NORTHERN DISTRICT

Chobe & Kasane
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Activities

Pangolin offers safaris designed by photographers for 
photographers (both novice and experienced). 

Photo safaris on the Chobe River take 3-hours. Each 
aluminium boat (they have three of them) takes eight 
passengers ensconced in individual photographic seats 
comprised of adjustable mounting arms equipped with 
Canon DSLR cameras and 150-600mm Sigma telephoto 
lenses.

Prior to departure, each cameras settings are adjusted 
to suit the prevailing light conditions on the day 
(morning or afternoon). The guides then show you how 
the cameras work and advise on how to frame and 
compose the subject to capture a truly great image. 

At the end of the trip, you are given the 16GB memory 
card from the camera containing all your images, which 
is presented in a folded card so you don’t lose it.

Established in 2011, Pangolin’s founding partners, Toby 
Jermyn and Gerhard Swanepoel (read their story here), 
have grown the business to include a houseboat, two 
safari camps, and a hotel.

For more information visit pangolinphoto.com

Photo Safari
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https://www.pangolinphoto.com/our-story
https://www.pangolinphoto.com/


NORTHERN DISTRICT

Chobe & Kasane
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Accommodation
Pangolin Chobe Hotel
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The 14-room Pangolin Chobe Hotel is perfectly positioned on a hill above the town of 
Kasane, close to the Chobe National Park entrance gates, and just three-minutes from the 
airport . This position affords guests extraordinary views overlooking the Chobe River and 
Caprivi floodplains, especially at sunset.

What really sets Pangolin apart from other hotels in Kasane is its architecture. The avant-
garde style has purposefully been designed to appeal to, and cater for, photographers. 

On the ground floor, leading off the gallery is an air-conditioned editing suite with room for 
16 photographers. 

Another aspect that sets Pangolin apart from its competitors, is that the hotels’ rates include 
activities (on the river or on land in the park) along with a free DSLR camera rental and 
memory cards. 

For more information visit pangolinphoto.com

https://www.pangolinphoto.com/


NORTHERN DISTRICT

Chobe & Kasane
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Accommodation
aha Chobe Marina Lodge

Operated by aha Hotels & Lodges, a division of Tourvest, Chobe Marina Lodge is perfectly 
positioned right on the Chobe River water’s edge.

The impressive thatched building is built around a central garden feature that imbues the 
lodge with the cooling sound of trickling water and sight of ferns and tropical creepers that 
climb among trees adorned with mist humidifiers. This seems to add a refreshing ambience 
to the surrounding reception, restaurants, bar, curio shop, and viewing deck areas of the 
lodge. 

On the opposite side of the lodge, facing the garden feature and overlooking the river, is the 
swimming pool with a bar and sun loungers. The lodge also features a conference centre 
and health and beauty spa.

Room options range from Standard to Studio, Suite, and Honeymoon Suites. All rooms have 
en-suite bathrooms and balconies overlooking the Chobe River. 

On the opposite side of the river is Namibia and Sedudu Island. This tiny grass island was 
under territorial dispute for many years until it was ultimately resolved by the International 
Court of Justice who settled the dispute in Botswana’s favour in 1999.

For more information visit aha.co.za/chobe-marina
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https://www.aha.co.za/
https://www.aha.co.za/chobe-marina/


NORTHERN DISTRICT

Chobe & Kasane
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Events
Botswana Trade & Tourism Expo
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The Botswana Trade & Tourism Expo (BTTE) is held annually in Kasane during the first 
week of December. The BTTE 2018 event was held at the Cresta Mowana Safari Resort 
& Spa and provided an opportunity for Botswana based tourism businesses to meet hosted 
international buyers and to allow those buyers to expand their engagements with Botswana 
companies and diversify their tourism offering.

Organised by the Botswana Tourism Organisation (BTO), the BTTE event model is also 
held in North America in January and in Europe in March with the aim of allowing travel 
agents to expand their Botswana product knowledge and become Botswana specialists.

For more information visit botswanatourism.co.bw

https://www.crestahotels.com/hotels/cresta-mowana/
https://www.crestahotels.com/hotels/cresta-mowana/
http://www.botswanatourism.co.bw/
http://www.botswanatourism.co.bw/


NORTHERN DISTRICT

Pandamatenga
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Activities
Wildtrack Eco-Lodge
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Driving out of Kasane about 115 km along the A33 road, you’ll come to the newly-formed 
Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area  — the largest of its kind in the world. 

Here you’ll find the award-winning - and  ‘Ecotourism’ graded - Wildtrack Safari Eco Lodge.

If you want to know about sustainable/responsible tourism in Botswana, then this is the place 
to go to. The entire lodge has been built with the environment, local culture, and community 
in mind (read more about how this was achieved here).

http://kavangozambezi.org/en/


NORTHERN DISTRICT

Pandamatenga
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Activities

Wildtrack Eco-Lodge
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A tour of the nearby Pandamatenga village revealed how Wildtrack Safaris have 
established a community vegetable garden, the produce of which is harvested by the 
locals for household consumption while any surplus is sold to lodges in the area and the 
profits ploughed back into this project.

A primary school has also been built in the village, and a couple of kilometres down 
the road, Wildtrack has donated the land where a new senior school is being built in 
collaboration with the Anglo-American School Ambassadors (AAS)in Moscow, Russia and 
the Botswana Department of Education. 

A ‘Pack for Panda’ initiative has also been launched. This initiative encourages guests to 
pack 1kg lighter, and bring stationary, clothing, etc. for those in need in the community.

Two other unique initiatives worth mentioning are the ‘Wild Child Eco Ranger’ project and 
the ‘Silent Dropout’ programme. You can read about these via the above link.

Wildtrack Eco-Lodge’s General Manager, Brendon Newton, is clearly passionate about 
their community involvement as he elaborated about a sorghum grain milling and packing 
plant they have established at a nearby petrol garage.

For more information visit wildtrack-safaris.com

https://www.wildtrack-safaris.com/community-involvement/#panda
https://www.wildtrack-safaris.com/


BOTSWANA

Getting There
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Flights
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   here aren’t any direct international flights to Botswana’s main airports in Gabarone, 
Maun, and Kasane. At present, you have to get a connecting flight from Johannesburg. 
Air Botswana and South African Express have daily scheduled flights while Airlink 
have regular weekly flights.

To get from one lodge to another, a ‘lodge hop’ chartered flight is certainly the best way 
as most of Botswana’s game reserves and safari lodges have an airstrip close by. And, 
besides, the aerial views are stupendous. MackAir has a fleet of Cessna, Gippsland, 
and Quest aircraft that criss-cross Botswana, as well as to and from Johannesburg and 
Windhoek.

T

https://www.airbotswana.co.bw/
https://www.flysaa.com/about-us/partner-airlines/south-african-express?
https://www.flyairlink.com/
https://www.mackair.co.bw/

